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Excavation by moles in structure 15 Area 1 of the Highwood Pasture survey (Fig 1/2)
produced several mole hills. A sample was taken from one mole hill as it appeared to
contain charcoal and burnt stone, after washing through a 50 micron sieve this was then
examined under a microscope, confirming our initial observations and indicating that
burning had taken place in situ. As the charcoal was mixed with the stone it is unlikely
to be a wind blown deposit. A scan around this mole hill with a gradiometer showed high
readings, revealing the probable remains of a hearth feature adjacent to the side wall
of the structural remains. The charcoal was identified as Hazel (corylus avellana) this
was sent for radiocarbon dating the results are shown in (Fig3. SUERC-54279 1197.30)
This puts the date of the hearth and probably the structure within the Anglo Saxon
period (AD410-AD1066) We Have no reason to think that the remains of this structure
are not contemporary with the others that are in close proximity, as shown on the survey
(Fig 1), suggesting that the site as a whole may be a Yorkshire Dale’s version of an
Anglo Saxon wic (village).

Conclusions
On the opposite side of the valley in a field called Brows, are the remains of another
Anglo Saxon period site, some of which has been excavated (Johnson D. 2013). Three
of the radiocarbon dates obtained were virtually identical, Two of these are shown in
(Fig4/5) and are also identical with our date from structure 15 in Highwood pasture. It is
difficult to obtain tight dating in this period due to a flat line in the carbon curve from
around AD 770 to AD 890, which is approximately the occupational date range we have
for Highwood pasture and Brows.
There is a track going from the Highwood settlement to a river crossing called God’s
bridge, which then crosses the valley floor to the Brows field boundary wall. At this point
it disappears, probably erased by later agricultural activity (Fig 7). As the ground starts
to rise above the modern road in Brows pasture, the remains of a track become visible
and it ascends in a northerly direction to the Anglo Saxon period settlement, the track
goes through the settlement and ascends steeply, going through a man made cutting
in the edge of the limestone escarpment. This track has created a route from one side of
the valley to the other, and connected two settlements together. We are of the opinion
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that what is described above represents a cohesive integrated layout between two
agricultural settlements.
There has been a consensus of opinion in academic circles that the Highwood pasture
settlement was a medieval village dated to around the late 1530’s, based on the Furness
Abbey rental records from this time (Brownbill J.1919) which states the following:
Rent in

And of the rent of divers lands, etc. Payable at Whitsuntide

Sowterskales

and Martinmas, viv. :

s

Leonard Falscrofte, for 1 tenement and 20 ac.

.

.

d

67 6

Widow of Leonard Proctour, for 1 tenement and 20 ac.

67 6

Widow of Richard Proctour, for 1 tenement and 10 ac.

32 11

Widow of Edmund Wedderhyrde and Henry Wetherherd
for 1 tenement and 10 ac.

.

.

.

32 11

Widow of Matthew Wedderhyrde, for 1 ten’t and 10 ac.

32 11

Widow of Anthony Falsecrofte, for 1 tenement and 6 ac

32 11

Sum—— £13 6s 8d
We have absolutely no evidence that the above named tenants were occupying the
Highwood pasture site in the 16th century. There will have to be a re-assessment as to
where these tenements are now located, as it is probable they are scattered around the
Southerscales Cow Pasture area shown in (Fig 6), or concentrated in the area called
Scales. Tenements recorded from the 16th century could have been rebuilt in the same
location and may be represented by more recent farmhouses as listed below.
Phillpin. Old house and barn, new house built in new location.
Weathercote. Old house and barn renovated.
Gillhead. May have been house and barn combined, with present barn built later.
East Chapel house. Renovated.
West Chapel house. Renovated.
High Scales. Renovated.
Middle Scales/ Scales Cottage. Renovated.
Low Scales. Renovated.
Hill Inn. Formerly The Hill.
Low Hill.
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Plate 1.

Red arrow shows location of mole hill where sample was obtained.
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Fig 1. Area 1 of Highwood pasture survey.

Fig 2.

Red dot shows the location where sample was obtained.

Fig 3. Radiocarbon dating results for Highwood pasture.
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Fig 4. Radiocarbon date from Brows pasture.

D Johnson.

Fig 5. Radiocarbon date from Brows pasture.

D Johnson.
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Fig 6. Map showing proposed location of Southerscales Cow Pasture within the whole
Southerscales estate.
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Fig 7. Track from Highwood Pasture to Brows Pasture, broken line is where no track is visible.
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